











Three New Styles of Welsbach Heaters 


Leaders for Next Season’s Business 
The influence of Welsbach advertising plus dealer 
enthusiasm have resulted this year in an unprecedented 
sale of Welsbach Heaters. For next season three new at 
styles will be ready to increase Welsbach Gas Heater ' BE 
popularity. 


The Nos. 29 and 27 equipped with andirons, and the 


W tei} Bae An 
fr % ) 


new No. 31 have been designed to enable you to offer 


Welsbach efficiency, economy and convenience in every i» 


required size and style of heater. The complete Wels- 
bach line will enable you best to put across to your cus- 


. la : The No, 29 fireplace model, equipped with 
tomers the Welsbach message ot comtort plus andirons. Finished in either oxidized brass 


Be or oxidized copper, its beautifully balanced, 
economy. 


sturdy appearance will make this heater sell 
itself. 


Backed by our Vast 
Knowledge and Experience 


It is only natural that Welsbach Heaters should 
contain every feature that helps toward maximum 
heat production and greatest economy. To the 
special burner and glowers is due the unsurpassed 
volume of heat. A copper reflector prevents waste 
and sends all this warmth out into the room. 

The high quality of the materials used, the splen- 
did workmanship, the instantaneous, convenient 
self-lighting service make Welsbach Heaters the 
Here is the capable, business-like No. 27 equipped with final word in auxiliary heating perfection. 
andirons. It has grace and refinement—a handsome, ap- 


propriate model for any fireplace. Oxidized brass or 
oxidized copper finish gives color to its appearance. 


‘ - = Our new _ seven- 
Serve Your Interests by Giving ‘i afr ogg 
Your Customers the Best arturo ie un dae.caa tae 
Your customers look to you to tell them what ts a Leater Placher bes wee ee 2 Sor 
best. Serve your interests and theirs by giving them é ness, an ideal type for 
Welsbach Service. ! sod omengeacy oon. 





Make next season the biggest heater year you ever 
had by planning now to get your share of Welsbach 
Gas Heater business. 


WELSBACH COMPANY, Gloucester, N. J. 


Member American Gas Association 
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Koppers Small Gas Oven Plant 
at Battle Creek, Mich. 


The Koppers Company has received a contract from the Battle 
Creek Gas Company, Battle Creek, Michigan, covering the erection of 
a coal gas plant to consist of eleven by-product gas ovens of Koppers 
new design and one Koppers gas producer, equipped with waste heat 
boiler. The ovens will be 134%" wide and have a capacity of approxi- 
mately 634 tons per charge. Based on a coking speed of twelve hours, 
the plant will have a capacity of 1,500,000 cu. ft. of gas per day when 
heated with producer gas. 


The producer will utilize the breeze and small coke to produce the 
necessary gas for oven heating, releasing all of the coal gas for dis- 
tribution. 


Provision has been made for instantly changing the heating of 
individual ovens or the entire plant from producer gas to coke oven 
gas, insuring the greatest possibie flexibility. 


This is the first practical application of the by-product gas oven 
to the production of gas on such a limited scale. Embracing as it does 
the well-known efficiency and economy of Koppers by-product oven 
operation, there is every reason to believe that its successful operation 
will mark the beginning of a new era in coal gas manufacture in this 
country. 


The design of these ovens is exactly the same as the new type 
Koppers ovens which have given such phenomenal results at the plant 
of the Chicago By-Product Coke Company and embodies only such 
changes in size necessary to adapt it to the smaller capacity and 
give to it a flexibility which is probably unequalled in any previous 
coal gas installation. 


The KOPPERS COMPANY 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 
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It inspires 
confidence — 


The U. G. I. 
AUTOMATIC CONTROL 


for 
water gas avpaiatus 
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ds 141 


It has no device upon it for measuring the 
confidence it inspires, yet that is one of its 
strongest features. It does the thing expected 
of it—without a slip or mistake of any kind. 


Thereare 126 U. G. I. AUTOMATIC CON- 
TROLS in operation—and more on order—be- 
cause of this reliability, plus the efficiencies 
obtained. 


THE U.G.L. CONTRACTING CO. 


Broad & Arch Sts., Philadelphia 
335 Peoples Gas Bldg., Chicago 928 Union Arcade, Pittsburgh 
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The 1923 convention of the American Gas Asso- 
ciation will be held in Atlantic City in the week com- 
mencing October 15! 

This announcement was made on Monday last by 
the special committee appointed by the executive 
board of the association to decide this matter. It 
was stated in the announcement that the 1924 con- 
vention will be held in Chicago and thereafter meet- 
ings will be held alternately between the West and 
the East. 

The decision was arrived at after a canvass of the 
entire membership of the organization had been 
completed and a preference expressed by those vot- 
ing. 


Daily Issues of American Gas Journal Assured. 


It will interest the gas industry to know that the 
American Gas Journal was prepared to publish its 
daily issues, which proved such a huge success at 
the 1922 gathering, either in Atlantic City or Chi- 
cago. Those who attended the convention last 
year will remember the splendid service that was 
given and know that full advantage was taken of 
the facilities offered by the “nation’s playground.” 
The same complete service that characterized the 
daily issues last year will mark this year’s editions 
and the plans that are being made call for even 
more elaborate issues than last year. 


It is interesting to note that even at this late date 
many favorable comments are being received on 
last year’s issues. 

One of the features that appealed very strongly 
was the fact that each day there was mailed from 
Atlantic City a copy of each day’s edition to every 
gas company in America. That meant that even 
while the convention was in progress those who 
were unable to attend were able to keep abreast 
of all activities. Many companies, we are told, 
adopted the suggestion made by one gas man and 
each day at a certain hour all of the employees were 
called together and the daily edition read to them. 
They then discussed the various events and were 
able to secure a great deal of good from the con- 
vention which, it was felt, they otherwise would 
not have received. 

As extensive as was the service, however, and 
despite the fact that several hundred extra copies 
were printed, it was only a short time after the 


1923 Convention in Atlantic City 


American Gas Association Gathering to Be Held During Week of October 15 








convention that the editions were exhausted and 
the requests that have since been received have 
not been complied with for that reason. 


Are Used As References Throughout Year 


Many executives have copies of the editions on 
hand and constantly refer to them for they have 
proven to be an exceptionally complete record of 
all that took place at our national gathering. 


The Vote Analyzed. 


In making the announcement that the convention 
would be held in Atlantic City, the committee showed 
that of the western members of all classes 36.5 per 
cent. favored Atlantic City, while of the eastern 
members of all classes 12.5 per cent. favored Chicago, 

The report of the committee follows: 

A canvass of the entire membership, resulting 
in 1,679 replies, of which over 71 per cent. of all 
classes of members, including gas companies, man- 
ufacturer companies and individuals, were in favor 
of Atlantic City for the 1923 meeting place, has led 
the special committee of the Executive Board, ap- 
pointed to make final decision, to choose Atlantic 
City in the week commencing October 15, 1923. 

An interesting feature of the canvass is that of the 
western members of all classes 36.5 per cent. favored 
Atlantic City, while of the eastern members of all 
classes, 12.5 per cent. favored Chicago. 

Apparently the membership has taken cognizance 
of the fact that Chicago is likely to have unexcelled 
convention and exhibition facilities by the summer 
of 1924 and the special committee of the Executive 
Board in deciding upon Atlantic City for 1923, does 
so with the recommendation that in 1924 the con- 
vention and exhibition be held in Chicago, and rec- 
ommends as the Association’s permanent policy 
thereafter alternating the meetings each year be- 
tween the East and the West—a course which it be- 
lieves will meet with the unqualified approval of the 
entire membership. 

R. B. Brown (President), Milwaukee, 
Chairman; J. B. Klumpp (Vice-President), 
Philadelphia; Charles A. Munroe (Past 
President), Chicago; F. A. Lemke (Chair- 
Manufacturers Section), Kalamazoo; Oscar 
H. Fogg (Secretary-Manager), Association 
Headquarters; 

Special Committee of Executive Board. 
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Would Oust Present N. Y. State Commission 


Administration Measures Introduced in Legislature Call for Radical Changes 


Albany, N. Y.—Assemblyman Maurice Bloch, of 
the 16th District, New York; Assemblyman Joseph 
McKee, of the 7th District, The Bronx, and Assem- 
blyman John J. O'Connor, of the 12th District, New 
York, introduced in the lower house of the Legisla- 
ture, February 19, three feature administration 
measures. 

The Bloch Bill merely amends the public service 
commission law generally, by looping it up with oth- 
er amendments that have been proposed and with 
the measure relating to transit in New York City 
previously introduced. This measure is a mere per- 
functory one and brings out no new ideas. 

The McKee measure offers a most radical amend- 
ment to the General City Law, adding a new article 
two-c, which gives to the cities of the State, except 
in Greater New York where such power is not given 
over transit facilities, the right to own, purchase, 
condemn, operate, acquire, manage, pay for with 
cash raised by taxes or bond issues any and all public 
utilities within their boundaries. This measure pos- 
sesses the redeeming feature so far as public utilities 
are concerned that it is not mandatory in its pro- 
visions, that is the City of Albany is not obliged to 
purchase and operate the Municipal Gas Company, 
or Syracuse the New York State Railways, but it 
gives to the municipality, without any vote of its 
people on the subject, through its governing board 
the right which many city boards are known to be 
seeking to enter into the matter of public ownership 
of utilities. This measure, if passed, will afford a 
vehicle not only to keep the fear of the political ma- 
chine over the heads of the public utility corpora- 
tions, but in the event of a state plan of water power 
development being consummated, enable the com- 
munities forthwith to go into the business of de- 
livering power to the consumer, once it be deliv- 
ered by the state to the boundaries of the city. 


The O’Connor Measure 


The O’Connor measure is the feature measure of 
the administration in relation to reorganization of 
the public service commission or what is to be left 
of it.. The first part of the measure is the “ripper” 
portion by which the ptesent commission is. re- 
duced from five to three members, and the term of 
office reduced from ten to six years, but the provi- 
sion of the law is retained providing that a high 
class commissioner can only be removed on a two- 
thirds vote of the elected members of the Legisla- 
ture. 

The second part of the measure attempts to take 
out of the law all of the rights of the commission 
to raise or lower a rate of fare regardless of the 





existence of a contract, agreement, franchise or gen- 
eral or special law to the contrary, and takes away 
from the commission the delegation of legislative 
power to a very large degree. 

There is some question as to whether this has 
been accomplished as the legislation of 1921, by im- 
plication, abrogated all existing contracts, and re- 
pealed all special and general laws, and the present 
measure as presented has failed to specifically men- 
tion such abrogated contracts or to re-enact any 
statute that might have been so repealed. 

The McKee measure is as follows: 

“AN ACT to amend the general city law, in rela- 
tion to the ownership, establishment, construction, 
acquisition and operation by cities of public utilities. 

“The People of the State of New York, represent- 
ed in Senate and Assembly, do enact as follows: 

“Section 1, Chapter twenty-six of the laws of 
nineteen hundred and nine, entitled ‘An act in rela- 
tion to cities, constituting chapter twenty-one of 
the consolidated laws.’ is hereby amended by insert- 
ing therein after article two-b, a new article, to be 
article two-c, to read as follows: 


ARTICLE 2-C 
Public Utilities. 


Section 26. Definitions. 


26-a. Grant of power to cities. 26-b. Pow- 
ers under this article not to impair other con- 
sistent powers. Manner of exercising 
power. 26-d. Acquisition of property for a city 
utility. 26-e. Condemnation proceedings. 26-f. 
Securities and funds of a city for a city utility. 
26-g. Application of article. 

“Governing board” means the board of estimate 
and apportionment of-a city of the first class, or the 
the board of aldermen, common council, commission 
under a commission form of government, or other 
corresponding authority of any other city which is 
vested with power to grant local franchises for a 
public utility. 

“Street” includes streets, avenues, waters, rivers, 
bridges, viaducts, parkways, highways and public 
places. 

“Public utility” means transportation, heating, 
lighting, power, water supply, telegraphic and tele- 
phonic communication or other public service for 
which a franchise or consent for the occupation or 
use of public streets is given or required to be given 
by public authority; and the lines, routes, tracks, 
plants, equipment and property used or usable in 
connection therewith. 

“City utility’ means a public utility constructed, 


26-c. 
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installed or established by a city pursuant to this ar- 
ticle or a public utility acquired by a city pursuant 
to this article. 

GRANT OF POWERS TO CITIES. Subject to 
the provisions of this article a city, as the agent of 
the state, is hereby authorized, as governmental and 
public power and as a public purpose to: 


Establish, install or construct a city utility. 


To acquire property for the purpose of a city util- 
ity, whether the property be held for a utility pur- 
pose at the time of its acquisition or otherwise. 

Maintain and operate a utility so established, in- 
stalled or constructed, or provide for such main- 
tenance and operation, in whole or in part by lease 
to or contract with one or more persons or corpora- 
tions. 

Enlarge a city utility by improvement, extension 
or development. 

Perform any work necessary for the establish- 
ment, installation, construction or enlargement of 
a city utility, or the improvement or repair of prop- 
erty, either directly, through its officers and em- 
ployees or by contract. 

Do anything and all things necessary to the full 
and effective exercise of any of the powers of the 
city under this article. 


POWER UNDER THIS ARTICLE NOT TO IM- 
PAIR OTHER CONSISTENT POWERS. The pow- 
ers conferred upon cities by this article shall not be 
constructed to be in any respect in derogation of 
the powers possessed by any city under other pro- 
visions of law, the exercise of which would not de- 
feat the object and purpose of this article. The 
powers hereby conferred shall be deemed supple- 
mentary thereto and not in substitution therefor. 

MANNER OF EXERCISING POWER. The pow- 
ers conferred on a city by this article shall be exer- 
cised by its governing board, subject to the ap- 
proval of the mayor. The governing board, with the 
approval of the mayor, may create a new office, 
board or body, or may designate an existing office, 
board or body, to exercise such powers and perform 
such duties under this article as the governing 
board may prescribe. 


ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY FOR A CITY 
UTILITY. Subject to the provisions of this article, 
a city may acquire property and property right of 
a city utility as follows: 

Any property, whether then held or used for 
utility purposes or otherwise, may be acquired by 
purchase. 

Real property not then held or used for utility 
purposes may be acquired by condemnation. 

All or part of the property of a public utility may 
be acquired by condemnation; and the condemna- 
tion proceedings shall apply, so far as practicable, 
to the taking of personal property, if any, as well 
as real property. 

A lease, operating agreement or other contract 
under which a person or corporation operating a 
public utility holds public utility property or the 
use thereof, may be acquired or extinguished by con- 
tract, purchase or condemnation. 

Property of a public utility may be acquired for 
utility purposes, where the franchise of the public 
utility be forfeited pursuant to any provision of 





law or under any provision of the franchise. 


CONDEMNATION PROCEEDINGS FOR AC- 
QUISITION OF PROPERTY FOR CITY UTILITY 
PURPOSES. 1. In all cases where a city under 
the provisions of this article, is authorized to ac- 
quire by condemnation property for city utility pur- 
poses, the proceedings may be brought under the 
condemnation law or under the charter or local 
laws affecting the city which provide for the taking 
of private property by the city for public streets, 
or for other city purposes. 


In determining the value of any public utility 
property which is taken by a city for city utility 
purposes under this article, there shall be taken in- 
to consideration the fact that the property to be ac- 
quired is already devoted to the public service and 
is subject to the obligations and limitations imposed 
upon it by the laws of the state and the valid fran- 
chise contracts under which the property is being 
operated. There shall also be taken into considera- 
tion the amount of capital honestly and prudently 
invested in the original acquisition, construction, or 
installation for utility purposes of the property to 
be acquired by the city, the present condition of 
such property, its depreciation from all causes and 
its adaptability and potential usefulness for city 
utility purposes. 


In any condemnation proceedings instituted by a 
city for the acquisition of public utility property 
for city utility purposes, the city shall have full 
access to the books, records and accounts of the 
public utility to be acquired, the free access to the 
property, plant and offices of the pubic utility for 
the purpose of securing any information useful 
in the determination of the amount of capital in- 
vested therein, the present condition of the property 
and of the public utility, the revenue derived from 
its operation, the cost of such operation and the 
value and adaptability of the public utility to pub- 
lic use. 


In any condemnation proceeding, the court, if the 
city shall not accept the final award, shall award to 
the owner or owners of the public utility affect 
all proper costs, fees and expenses incurred by such 
owner in the proceeding, including services of at- 
torneys and experts, and shall render judgment 
therefor against the city. 


SECURITIES AND FUNDS OF A CITY FOR A 
CITY UTILITY. The expenses of a city for the es- 
tablishment. construction, acquisition, enlargement 
or equipment of a city utility shall be provided either 
by taxation or by the issuance of bonds or other 
obligations of the city, or by both, as the governing 
board shall determine and as provided by the char- 
ter or other local law for the issuance of bonds or 
other obligations of the city. The term of any bond 
or other obligation issued by a city for the purposes 
mentioned in this section shall not be for a longer 
time than the probable life of the public utilitv, con- 
structed, established, installed or acauired. All such 
bonds or obligations shall be in such form, denomina- 
tion or denominations, and shall bear such rate of 
interest as the governing board shall determine. 
All such bonds and obligations shall be exempt from 
taxation, shall be a legal investment for the sinking 
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funds of the city and for trustees or other fiduciaries 
charged with the investment of trust funds, and may 
be deposited as security under contracts with the 
city in lieu of deposits of money or of surety bonds. 

APPLICATION OF ARTICLE. This article shall 
not apply to the establishment, construction, ac- 
quisition, ownership or operation of transportation 
facilities in a city containing a population of one 
million or more. 

This act shall take effect immediately. 

The administration at Albany has placed all of its 
eggs in one basket in its feature measure, introduced 
by Mr. O’Connor in the Assembly, in that it is both 
a ripper bill and generally divests the commission 
of the powers conferred upon it by the Legislation 
of 1921 and 1922. 

The measure is entitled “An act to amend the pub- 
lic service commission law, in relation to member- 
ship and powers of the commission. In the first part 
of the bill, the “ripper” part, section four of the 
public service commission law is amended to pro- 
vide that the pubic service commission shall con- 
sist of three instead of five members, and that the 
term of office shall be six years instead of ten. the 
commissioners first appointed to hold office, one un- 
til the first day of February, 1924, and the term of 
one commissioner shall expire on the first day of 
February of each second year thereafter. If this 
measure passes, the Governor would appoint three 
new commissioners to take the place of the five now 
in office, who would be automatically legislated out 
of office. Under the terms of the bill, however, the 
power of removal is left as it is “by concurrent res- 
olution of both houses of the Legislature,” if two- 
thirds of all the members elected to each house con- 
cur therein. This section as amended turns the con- 
trol of the public service commission and _ its 
patronage over to the administration 


Stripping the Commission of Its Powers 


Under chapter 134 of the laws of 1921, the Legis- 
lature delegated its power of raising or lowering a 
rate, fare or charge, regardless of the existence of 
any statute to the contrary, to the commission. 

There are four general subjects of regulation 
treated in the public service commission law: Rail- 
roads and street railroads; gas and electric corpora- 
tions; steam corporations; telephone and telegraph 
corporations. The regulatory provisions of law to 
each of the four subjects are very similar in lan- 
gauge but adapted to the requirements of the differ- 
ent utilities. : 

The intent of this amendment being’ to revive to 
the commission the mandatory obligation to con- 
sider previous agreements, franchises and general 
or special statute in fixing rates and charges. 

Section 66, subdivision 5 of the law relating to gas 
and electrical corporations has been amended. 

“The commission shall determine and prescribe 
* * * the just and reasonable rates * * * notwith- 
standing that a higher [or lower] rate or charge has 
heretofore been prescribed by [general or special] 
statute [contract, grant, franchise, condition, con- 
sent or agreement]. 


Subdivision 12, of section 66 has been amended by 
striking out the provision [unless the commission 
shall establish a temporary rate or charge as author- 
ized by section 72 of this chapter]. 

Section 72 relating to order fixing prices of gas 
or electricity has been amended: 

“After a hearing * * * the commission may, by 
order, fix [just and reasonable prices, rates and 
charges,] the maximum price for gas and electricity 
not exceeding that fixed by statute to be charged 
* * * (notwithstanding that a higher or lower price 
has been theretofore prescribed by general or spe- 
cial statute, contract, grant, franchise condition, con- 
sent or other agreement]. f 

It also eliminates the provision from the law: 

“fAny such change in price shall be upon such 
terms, conditions or safeguards as the commission 
may prescribe. If it shall be made to appear to the 
satisfaction of the commission that the public in- 
terest requires a change in the price of gas or elec- 
tricity charged by any such person or corporation, 
or that such change is necessary for the purpose of 
providing adequate and efficient service or for the 
preservation of the property, the commission, upon 
such terms, conditions or safeguards as it deems 
proper, may authorize an immediate reasonable. 
temporary increase or decrease in such price pend- 
ing a final determination * * *].” 


New Commissioners in Thirty Days 

Within thirty days after this act takes effect, the 
Governor is to appoint three new public service 
commissioners who are to take the place of the five 
now in office. 

The intent of this measure is to make the public 
service commission consider in fixing a rate, fare 
or charge a contract, agreement, franchise or ordi- 
nance previously had or a general or special statute 
and not to allow the commission to raise a rate or 
charge in contravention of any such. Whether this 
is accomplished or not, however, is a question. The 
Legislature in 1921 repealed by implication all ex- 
isting statutes fixing rates, fares and charges and 
delegated to the commission the right to fix and 
adjust the same just as if it were the Legislature 
itself. The bill now proposed does not specifically 
restore to the law the statutes and agreements which 
by the law of 1921 were summarily swept aside; it 
takes away from the commission its legislative pow- 
ers so that the-commission cannot restore them. 
The Legislature has not by this bill at least at- 
tempted to do so. The question arises, could the 
commission, operating under the amended law, use 
general or special statutes, franchise contracts or 
agreements as a basis for rate fixing as such fran- 
chises and laws are not restored in effect by this 
measure. 





Gases from Coke Fuel Beds 


Tests made at the Pittsburgh, Pa., experiment station 
of the Bureau of Mines to determine the nature of 
gases rising from the fuel beds of different kinds of 
coke show that the composition differs very little. 
These tests will be continued to see if the combustibility 
of coke varies with the size of the pieces. 
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Humanizing the Corporation 


So that the public generally and its thousands of 
customers could learn the fundamentals of its own- 
ership, control and management, and likewise know 
and recognize the individuals who direct the affairs 
of the Utility, the Utica Gas and Electric Company 
arranged a window display made up of an organiza- 
tion chart showing the authority and functioning 


the staffs of the financial, operating, commercial, 
purchasing and suburban departments, together with 
a wonderful reproduction of an assemblage of more 
than 1,000 people who attended the “company pic- 
nic,” were included. 

The chart and photographs, overtopped with a 
card bearing the caption, “The Organization Back 





of its various departments and the co-ordinated plan 
and system through which it renders a complete gas 
and electric service to the public. 


The line of authority and performance was traced 
by the arrangement of the chart beginning with the 
stockholder and terminating with the clerk or labor- 
er in his respective department. 


Photographs of the executive officers, the “com- 
pany council,” made up of department heads, the 
superintendents’ association, and group pictures of 





of Utica Gas and Electric Company’s Service,” were 
mounted on a background of copper colored velvet, 
with a distinct head-piece or canopy of mulberry 
colored velvet. 

Behind the canopy and concealed from the eye 
was an arrangement of several powerful incandes- 
cent lamps mounted in reflectors which illuminated 
the exhibit without glare, successfully overcoming 
the reflections and shadows from the buildings on 
the opposite side of the street. 


(Continued on Page 164) 
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SCENES AT CHAMPIONSHIP BATTLE 


Just before the big 
scrap (left). Participants 
in Battle of Century held 
in Boston last week. 


Camera clearly shows 
foul tactics of “Old- 


999 


timer’s” criticism (right). 


“Kid” Service overcome 
by fact that T. Public de- 
serts “Oldtimer” after 
bout was halted because 
of foul tactics of latter. 
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“Kid” Service Wins in Third on Foul 


“Oldtimer” Criticism Disqualified After Rough Tactics Disgust Fans 
By OUR SPORTING EDITOR 


Boston, Mass.—The long-talked about grudge 
fight was pulled off Thursday afternoon, February 
15, in the Swiss room of the Copley-Plaza Hotel, to 
which all those attending the annual meeting of the 
New England Association of Gas Engineers were 
invited. 

The principals were “Kid” Service and “Oldtimer” 
Criticism. In the Kid‘s corner was “P. Utility” and 
in Oldtimer’s was T. Public. The “Kid” was a clean 
cut young fellow, but was comparatively new at 
the fight game, although the announcer stated he 
had won by the knockout route all of his fights so 
far. 

“Oldtimer” Criticism was certainly a rough guy. 
The announcer stated he had fought in every town 
in the United States and he looked it. “Frivolity” 
was the referee. The fight by rounds: 


Oldtimer Takes First Round 


Round 1—“Oldtimer” did not do much sparring 
to try out his opponent, but went at it slambang. 
The “Kid” was taken by surprise but fought gamely. 
Some wild swings were exchanged and “Oldtimer” 
landed some telling wallops. “Oldtimer’s” round. 

Round 2—The “Kid” came up smiling and was on 
his guard. “Oldtimer” went at him in the same old 
way and backed the “Kid” all around the ring. To- 
wards the end of this round “Kid” Service got in a 
couple of good punches and “Oldtimer” Criticism be- 
gan to look a little worried. He was wincing from 
several short arm jolts at the bell. Round even. 


Fouling Disgusts Fans 


Round 3—It was plain to be seen by the expres- 
sion on “Oldtimer” Criticism’s face that he had to 
win in that round by fair means or foul or get licked. 
He was groggy. In the early part of this round he 
hit the “Kid” several blows below the belt. P. Utility 
claimed a foul but the referee “Frivolity” ignored the 
protest. Then “Oldtimer” began to butt and use his 
knee. When T. Public saw this he quit “Oldtimer” 
Criticism cold. The fight was stopped and T. Public 
went over to the “Kid’s” corner, expressed his ut- 
most disgust at the foul tactics of “Oldtimer” Criti- 
cism, and stated for the benefit of all present that 
from that time on he was for “Kid” Service. This 
was too much for the “Kid” and he fainted, but was 
soon revived by Effort and Opportunity. The ref- 
eree “Frivolity” hesitated about giving the decision 
to the “Kid”, but finally did, which decision was ap- 
plauded by all present. 

This skit was presented by a group of men from 
the Providence Gas Co., Providence, R. I. F. C. 
Freeman,, vice-president of the company, stated that 
Walter Smith Freman, of fitters, was the author of 
the skit, and it was first presented at a Smoker in 
Providence. The moral is that if the public is joined 
together service by co-operation they can win over 





criticism every time, and this fact has been amply 
demonstrated by Mr. Freeman in his work in Provi- 
dence. The methods used by Mr. Freeman to ac- 
complish his results have been talked about from 
end to end of the country, and many of them have 
been adopted by other companies successfully. 

He has had many requests to take this skit to 
various places. He has always replied that he could, 
but that it would be much better for each gas com- 
pany to get up the skit amongst their employees. 
They know the customers and the customers know 
them and the lesson is put over in a bigger way than 
could be otherwise. 

Those who took part in presenting the novelty in- 
cluded: 

Announcer, R. L. Fletcher, engineer of manufac- 
turing. 

Kid Service, Ed. Hurst, district office. 

P. Utility, E. S. Winstead, engineer of distribution. 

Oldtimer Criticism, Geo. Dillon, district office. 

T. Public, Walter Whittemore, district office. 

Frivolity, Referee, James Manning, storeroom. 

Mr. Effort, Geo. W hittemore, storeroom. 

Mr. Co-operation, T. Knowlton, works. 

All connected with the Providence Gas Co. 





Importance of New York State Legislation This 
Year 


Albany, N. Y.—The feature legislation which New 
York State may enact this year is of unusual impor- 
tance from the standpoint of its morale effect on 
other states, because of the fact that this year forty- 
three states are or will be in session. At the present 
time there are forty-one states in session, the Flori- 
da Legislature not convening until April, while 
Georgia will not meet until in June. 

There are but seven states whose Legislatures 
meet annually. These are Georgia, Massachusetts, 
New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, Rhode Island 
and South Carolina. All the rest meet once in two 
years except Alabama whose Legislature will not 
again meet after this year until 1927. 

So the legislation both introduced and enacted 
by New York State under the lines of public utility 
regulation, personal liberty, motor vehicle regula- 
tion and taxation, highway building, water power 
development, uniformity of civil processes, banking, 
insurance, labor and workmen’s compensation laws 
are beyond ordinary interest. Other states are 
watching New York State just as keenly and as 
closely as they keep an eye on Congress and more 
so because in these matters New York State has 
been inclined to take the lead. An example of this 
is found in the Fuel Administrator Law, which New 
York passed at an extraordinary session last Fall. 


(Continued on Page 164) 
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Working With the Plumber’ 


Outline of a Method That Has Proved Successful! 
By F. A. WOODHEAD 


The statement needs no proof that the gas com- 
pany entered the gas appliance business in order to 
stimulate the sales of appliances which would burn 
gas. Of recent years, there have been indications of 
a growing tendency toward the installations of gas 
appliances by builders, home owners and others, in 
new houses, as well as the replacements in older 
houses of gas appliances for coal burning appliances. 
While a great deal of this business goes to the gas 
company, a great deal of it has gone to the plumber 
and more would have gone to him had he been a 
“salesman” for gas appliances. The plumber has 
favored coal appliances versus gas appliances be- 
cause—well, they all have their own reasons. Suf- 
fice to say that it is a fact. 

Now, admitting the above are all statements of 
facts, it would appear to be reasonable that if some 
means could be adopted whereby the plumbers in 
each city or town would sell, talk and “boost” for 
gas appliances, a situation would be created which 
would render a net result favorable to the gas com- 
pany and to the plumbers themselves. This leads, 
therefore, to the purpose of the subject under dis- 
cussion. 

It probably would surprise the reader if he should 
know how many of the good people in his communi- 
ty depend upon their favorite plumber for advice 
upon the proper appliances for cooking and heating. 


They Depend on the Plumber. 


Therefore, the plumber should not only be com- 
petent to give the proper information, but he should 
know the proper method of installing the appliances 
recommended. 

It would appear to be a logical conclusion that, if 
the gas company should co-operate with the plumb- 
ers to the end that they would thoroughly under- 
stand the gas appliance best suited for a certain 
duty, or else have them understand they can have 
the assistance of the gas company to make the de- 
cision regarding the proper appliance, and then to 
have the plumbers thoroughly understand the, proper 
method of installation, that this co-operation would 
certainly be of great value to each because with the 
increased knowledge which the plumbers will have, 
together with a better opinion of the gas company, 
these same plumbers would gradually become 
“Salesmen” for not only gas appliances, but for all 
other plumbing appliances. 

This condition will result in a net gain for the 
plumbers as well as for the gas company. 

With these views in mind, it appeared that the 
territory supplied by the Arlington Gas Light Com- 


*Written for the annual convention of the New 
England Association of Gas Engineers. 


pany offered a splendid opportunity for such an 
experiment. 

After much deliberation, we made some efforts 
which were apparently not well founded because we 
did not appear to arrive at our objective. 

As we simply want to state constructive facts, it 
is enough to say that we decided to attack the prob- 
lem in the manner described below. 


The First Step 


In 1921 we invited all the plumbers in our terri- 
tory to a dinner as our guests. 

We arranged with Elmer S. Stack, an expert in 
water heating and a licensed plumber, to assist us 
in our plans. 

We told the plumbers our views and suggested a 
plan of co-operation under the guidance of Mr, 
Stack. We have forty-eight listed plumbers in our 
territory and the writer shall ask you to take his 
word for the statement that it was no easy job to 
secure the consent of these plumbers to join with us 
on a co-operative plan. 

Well, finally, after other meetings and dinners, we 
began to get acquainted. Our discussions led to the 
electing of a committee which consisted of five 
plumbers, three gas company representatives and 
Mr. Stack as chairman. This committee drafted an 
agreement for approval by the plumbers as a sort 
of working agreement. This agreement was as fol- 
lows: 

“Memorandum of Agreement Between the 

Arlington Gas Light Company and the 

Master Plumbers Doing Business in the 

Territory in Which the Gas Company is 
Furnishing Gas 

“Whereas, it is clearly understood by the plumb- 
ers that it is necessary that gas water heaters be 
sold and installed on the gas company’s lines to 
promote the sale of gas, and 

“Whereas, it is understood that, in order to pro- 
mote the sale of Gas, through these appliances, it 
became necessary for the Gas Light Company to 
undertake the installation of these appliances, which 
they are now doing, and 

“Whereas, it is understood that the plumbers are 
desirous of acquiring the business of selling and in- 
stalling these appliances and represent that they will 
push the sale of said appliances, and 

“Whereas, the Gas Company is willing to turn 
over the selling and installing of these appliances to 
the plumbers as fast as the plumbers show they are 
capable of selling and installing them in volume and 
proper manner, to warrant the Gas Company so do- 
ing. Now, therefore, the parties hereto agree as 
follows: 

“That they will immediately start a co-operating 
plan for selling and installing of these appliances, 
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which will have for its object the promoting of the 
sale and installing of gas water heaters and acces- 
sories thereto. The co-operating plan to be along 
the following lines: 


Working Out the Details 


“A committee shall be appointed, having a proper 
representation from the Gas Company and a proper 
representation from the master plumbers. This 
committee to work out the details of operation of 
the co-operating plan. 

“It is understood and agreed that the committee 
shall have the power and right to make all necessary 
arrangements for the carrying out of this co-operat- 
ing plan and all questions arising shall be decided 
by the committee and their decision shall be fina). 

“The gas company to stock water heaters and ac- 
cessories subject to the approval of the committee. 

“The committee will be asked to help select the 
type, size and quantity of heaters to be stocked by 
the gas company. 

“The gas company to furnish the plumbers with 
heaters subject to the approval of the committee, 
delivered as follows: 

“The heaters which have been approved and car- 
ried in stock by the gas company, which are bought 
from the gas company by the plumber, shall be 
subject to the customary jobbers’ discounts on the 
various types. Maximum discount to be governed 
by the committee. Heaters to be delivered f. o. b. 
job by gas company. 


Company to Advertise 


“The gas company to advertise, exhibit and dem- 
onstrate heaters to the public. 

“The gas company is to ascertain, as far as pos- 
sible, if the customer prefers a plumber to make the 
installation, and if so, who. 

“When connections are made by the plumber, he 
bills directly for the work to the customer. The 
plumber has the privilege of carrying on the whole 
transaction, making the sale and complete installa- 
tion. 

“Unless the gas company has been notified that 
the plumber has sent his customer,.and the gas com- 
pany makes the sale and installation, it would be 
made without compensation to the plumber unless 
he could prove to the committee that he had worked 
on the prospect, in which case he would receive five 
per cent. Should the gas company be advised that 
the plumber is sending his customer, the sale would 
be made on the basis of five per cent to the plumber, 
except it be definitely understood that the plumber 
has practically made the sale, and the customer sim- 
ply wants to see the size and type of heater in oper- 
ation. 

“The plumbers agree to co-operate with the gas 
company by recommending the same size and type 
of heater as recommended by the joint committee. 

“Installations made by plumbers signing this 
agreement which prove faulty and unsatisfactory. to 
the gas company’s inspector, shall be changed ac- 
cording to the gas company’s instructions, by the 
plumber at his own expense. Report.of such wrong 


installation shall be made to the committee. 





“Gas company shall maintain a water heater and 
service department. This department shall continue 
to. connect, disconnect and reconnect heaters in ac- 
cordance with this agreement. 

“The gas company agrees to furnish the plumbers 
with special information on water heating and the 
plumbers agree that they will confer with the gas 
company on various projects for different methods 
necessary to make a proper installation. 

“This agreement to exist until it becomes unsatis- 
factory to either party.” 


Agreement Still in Use 


This agreement was accepted by the plumbers and 
they have been working with the Arlington Com- 
pany under this-agreement ever since. 

We finally became organized under the name. of 
the Plumbers’ Co-operating Club, which membership 
consists of plumbers and gas company employees. 

_We then made arrangements with Mr. Stack to 
give a course of lectures on water heating and to 
assist the plumbers with any of their problems. The 
course of lectures will cover fully the subject . of 
water heating and the various appliances for that 
purpose, together with information on safety meas- 
ures to be used. 

We meet on the third Monday of each month in a 
large room at our Grove Street Works and the 
meeting is preceded by dinner. After dinner we dis- 
cuss any matters that may come before the meeting. 
An illustrated lecture is then given by Mr. Stack 
followed by working demonstrations of different 
mechanical features which come up in the routine 
work of a plumber or gas fitter. 

Any questions or problems which the. plumbers 
have are considered whether the fuel be gas, coal 
or electricity. 

At every second meeting, the plumbers receive, 
gratis, a printed copy of the lecture for the coming 
meetings. . These lectures are accompanied by blue- 
prints to illustrate the different subjects. The com- 
mittee of nine arranges all the details of our work- 
ing plans and adjusts all differences which may oc- 
been submitted to the committee for settlement 
which has not been adjusted in a manner that has 
been satisfactory to the gas company and the 
plumbers. 

In the introduction of this paper we gave our 
logic for assuming there was merit to the idea of 
co-operating with the plumber. We have cited our 
procedure in Arlington for carrying out this idea. 


Some of the Results 


And now we are led to discuss the question of the 
results of such a co-operating plan, for the proof of 
the pudding is in the eating. 

The results which are apparent are: 

For the Gas Company :— 

Promotes good will. 

Increases the company’s selling force. 
Increases the appliance sales. 

Makes appliance sales of better type. 
Extends, the education as to the proper uses 

It is a pleasure to record that no difference has 
cur between the plumbers and the gas company. 

of gas and to Broper installations. 
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For the Plumber :— 


1. Promotes his standing as a business man. 

2. Increases his income. 

3. Educates him in a way he cannot otherwise 
get. 

4. Changes his views of the gas company. 

5. Makes him a better mechanic. 

Our experience in Arlington has been that the 
plumbers do not hesitate now to say a good word 
for us. They are assisting us in moulding public 
opinion. They are trying to sell gas appliances and 
we have sold more appliances to the plumbers since 
this idea was started than we ever did before in a 
much longer period. Moreover, they know how to 
install the appliances and are more familiar with 
modern gas appliance of all kinds. If they have any 
problems, they know where they can secure assist- 
ance. 

The plumber on the other hand can add the knowl- 
edge he can secure from our co-operation to his 
present knowledge, and it will increase the confi- 
dence which his customers have in him. 

It will increase his income. 

In no other way can he secure the information 
which we give him in the lectures which are printed. 

He is a friend of the gas company where before 
the plumber was not friendly. 

The knowledge and training any plumber gets 


from the lectures and the installations he makes, will 
improve his knowledge of his business and make 
him a better mechanic thereby. 


Must Have Official Backing 


In conclusion, it might be well to add a few words 
of caution for those who are contemplating taking 
up this matter. Remember, it is worth while, but 
it will not function unless it receives proper atten- 
tion from an official of the company who has some 
standing. The writer has seen employees’ clubs fail 
because of lack of proper supervision. They will 
not run themselves. And then, the employees were 
blamed when the blame should have gone to the 
official who was responsible. And so the caution is 
made that unless it is the intention to see the idea 
through, better not start it. 

If you decide to start, you have a discouraging job 
ahead, but it will repay you if you go about it right. 
The plumbers may or may not be organized, with an 
association of their own, but you will find that they 
are a human lot and, aside from some queer notions, 
good fellows with which to meet and deal. 

If your company only has two plumbers in its ter- 
ritory, it will be stronger and better to have those 
two plumbers feel kindly toward the company and 
to have a good idea of gas appliances together with 
the proper knowledge of installation methods. 





The Plumber’s Viewpoint of Co-operation 


Things That Have Impressed After Considerable Experience. 
By JONAS A. LARAWAY, Winchester, Mass. 





Together they give excellent 
light on a subject that is engaging more and 
more interest.—Editor. 











As a preface to my viewpoint as a master plumber 
concerning our co-operation with the gas company, 
will say that it is well that it is in 1923 instead of 
before 1922, that I have been asked for my opinion, 
as I am now able to give a much more favorable 
view than I had before 1922. 


Before 1922 I think I should have had to curse 
the gas company’s methods, as all the master plumb- 
ers of our locality were doing at that time. How- 
ever, late in 1921 our master plumbers wefe invited 
to a meeting by the Arlington Gas Light Company 
to talk matters over, and Co-operation was the sub- 
ject under discussion. Of course, at meetings of this 
kind, not much attention was paid to the faults of 


*Presented at the annual convention of the New 
England Association of Gas Engineers. 


the master plumber. I have had some experience 
representing the plumbing industry in attempting 
to bring about the co-operation of the master plumb- 
ers and the gas company in years gone by. We 
never had seemed to accomplish anything, largely 
due, I think, to the fact that the plumbers and the 
gas company did not understand each other ; and yet, 
we seemed to feel that if a workable, co-operating 
plan could be found, that it would be for the benefit 
of all concerned, the public included. The plumbers 
in general used to feel that the gas company was 
of no use to them; in fact, was more of a detriment, 
inasmuch as they were doing work that rightfully 
belonged to a plumber. This stood out so promi- 
nently that many of the plumbers declared that co- 
operation could not be until the gas company dis- 
continued doing plumbing work of any kind. 

After one or two meetings, the plumbers com- 
menced to believe that the gas company really 
meant business; that we had finally found a basis 
under which co-operation could be successfully car- 
ried out and that_the gas company would furnish 
that which had been lacking previously, namely, an 
opportunity for the plumber to become interested 
and have some incentive to sell gas appliances. This 
was to be done by furnishing information through 
(Continued on Page 164) 
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As the Journal Views It 








Atlantic City in 1923 


Members of the Gas industry will receive with 
great interest the announcement that the 1923 
convention of the American Gas Association will be 
held in Atlantic City in October. The complete de- 
tails will be found on another page of this issue. 


The gathering last year was extremely successful 
in every way and the Association plans that the gath- 
ering this year will be even more elaborate and com- 
plete. This is the last national gathering that will 
be held in the East until 1925, it having been decided 
by a vote of the membership that the 1924 conven- 
tion will be held in Chicago, and each succeeding 
year will be alternated between the West and the 
East. 

All attendance records were broken in 1922 and 
the interest that was aroused undoubtedly will carry 
over until this year so that it is almost a safe pre- 
diction that this year’s meeting will be the largest 
ever held. 

As a convention city, Atlantic City offers many 
advantages that are unequalled, although it is said 
that the Chicago gathering next year will have splen- 
did facilities. Not only in the way of providing 
comfortable quarters, but also in the entertainment 
offered Atlantic City has gained a name that assures 
all who attend the convention of every opportunity 
for rest and relaxation and at the same time gives 
every chance to take advantage of the program 
offered. 

As previously stated in these columns, and told 
of in more detail elsewhere, the American Gas Jour- 
nal will do its part in making successful the conven- 
tion by publishing daily. We doubt if there is a 
man in the industry who is not familiar with the 
feat performed last year when a magazine of over 
one hundred pages was published daily. It is said 
that this service has never been equalled in the his- 
tory of trade publication work. 





The American Gas Journal also wishes to take this 
opportunity to assure the gas industry of its com- 
plete co-operation in making 1923 a banner year 
at its national gathering. We hope that every gas 
man will begin to plan even now for the success of 
the gathering. 





A Graphic Stunt 


On another page of this issue of the American Gas 
Journal will be found an account of a “prize fight” 
between “Kid” Service and “Oldtimer” Criticism, 
which was given before the members of the New 
England Association of Gas Engineers at the annual 
convention in Boston. This idea was originated and 
carried out by employees of the Providence (R. I.) 
Gas Company and the action told in graphic style 
how Service is overcoming all of the unfair criticism 
of which it has long been a victim. 


We are told that this sketch which has been 
presented on numerous occasions has always been 
splendidly received and we can well understand it. 


As clever as is this “stunt,” however, it is only one 
of many that have been carried on by this progres- 
sive company in bringing before its public some of 
the many problems that confront utility operators. 
The Providence Company has been carrying on a 
system of education both for its employees and the 
public it serves that has had excellent results and 
has brought about a distinctly better relationship 
with its customers. 


We know that other companies are doing splendid 
work and we would like the privilige of presenting 
some of the ideas that have been used to the industry 
through the columns of the American Gas Journal. 
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HUMANIZING THE CORPORATION 
(Continued from page 157) 


Vari-colored cords were arranged from the chart 
to the photographs of the executive and depart- 
mental organizations, enabling the public to visualize 
the personnel of the various departments and 
the relation of the department to the whole. Inci- 
dentally, in a contrari-wise sense, the friends and 
acquaintances of the individual could trace his con- 
nection with the organization from his photograph 
back to the organization chart. 

During the two weeks of the showing, thousands 
of people inspected the exhibit and many compli- 
mentary remarks were passed as to its originality 
and completeness. 

The employees were thoroughly pleased by the 
public’s interest, which was reflected to them 
through the medium of personal comment, inci- 
dental to their meeting with friends and -acquaint- 
ances. 

The company gained tremendously through 
the impression which it left with the _ indi- 
vidual who visualized an organization of sufficient 
breadth and scope, sub-divided into departments, all 
of which were necessary to give him an adequate 
and reliable service indispensable in his daily, com- 
mercial and home life. 





IMPORTANCE OF N. Y. STATE LEGISLATION 
THIS YEAR 


(Continued from Page 159) 


At that time only Massachusetts had such a law, but 
in no wise as much powers. Since the enactment by 
New York State the United States Government, the 
State of Pennsylvania and other states have enacted 
legislation following the New York statute. 

What New York does in respect to an exclusive 
fund for workmen’s compensation, its attitude to- 
wards the 18th Amendment, its final regulatory poli- 
cy of public utility corporations and the disposition 
of the water power development problem, are bound 
to exercise a leading influence on the peoples and 
legislatures of other states more than in any other 
year because it will be another two years before as 
many will be in session again. 





THE PLUMBER’S VIEWPOINT OF CO-OPERA- 
TION 


(Continued from Page 162) 


an educational course which had been outlined by 
Mr. Stack. 

To make a long story short, we organized as “The 
Plumbers’ Co-operative Club,” composed of Master 
Plumbers from six or eight of the surrounding towns 
to which the Arlington Gas Light Company fur- 
nishes the gas. The gas company started in to give 
illustrated lectures once a month. Master plumbers 
who have attended these lectures are considered 
members of the club by the master plumbers; they 


are considered competent to install gas appliances 
by the gas company. . These lectures are given by 
Mr. Elmer Stack, and include all kinds of appliances 
for heating water for domestic purposes and their 
proper installation. 

The master plumbers have derived a great deal of 
benefit from these meetings and lectures. They have 
received new ideas both from the lectures and from 
their brother plumbers. 


Plan Is of Mutual Benefit 


So it has come to pass—the Gas Company and our 
plumbers are working along the co-operative plan 
to the mutual benefit of both. Now, perhaps, the 
gas company had always been ready to co-operate, 
but did not know just how to go about it. Perhaps 
we did not grasp the idea of just how to do our 
part. The gas company was eager to sell gas ap- 
pliances and sold them where they could. Many 
times the water heaters were not adapted to do the 
work properly for which they were sold. We, as 
plumbers, were apt to recommend coal water heat- 
ers, combination ranges, etc., when perhaps gas 
equipment would have suited the needs of the pros- 
pective buyer better. Now it must have seemed 
strange to a good citizen, when a gas company of- 
ficial would recommend one kind of appliance and 
the master plumber another kind, but such was the 
case. We were deadly enemies. It was “dog eat 
dog.” 

Another evidence of the benefit of co-operation is 
the carrying of‘a large stock of gas ranges, water 
heaters and gas appliances of all types by the gas 
company, which is selected by a committee after 
practical tests have been made as to the merits of 
each. 

They also have nice display rooms in several of 
the towns. The master plumbers are at liberty to 
use these freely for the benefit of prospective cus- 
tomers. All goods so sold are furnished and de- 
livered to the master plumber by the gas company 
as cheap as they could be bought elsewhere at whole- 
sale. This has enabled some master plumbers to sell 
gas appliances who never before thought of so do- 
ing, and to his advantage financially. It also helps 
the gas company to sell gas instead of the coal man 
to sell coal. 

And last but not least, the public is benefited in 
that they have installed the type of appliances best 
suited for their requirements, rather than those 
bought at random with no thought for durability 
or economy. 


Engineer Helps Solve Problems 

Another feature very important to all—gas com- 
pany, plumber and gas consumer—if we have a com- 
plicated proposition, the gas company is pleased to 
send their engineer to advise with us as to the best 
method to use. Their present engineer, Elmer 
Stack, has made several suggestions to the writer 
which have proven very satisfactory to che custo- 
mer. It may seem strange, but I have never heard 
of the gas company criticizing his recommendations, 
although some times the recommendation is coal in- 
stead of gas. 
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To Build Good Will 





A Gas Calendar 

Not only does the calendar reproduced above 
serve to remind the customers of the municipal gas 
department of Rocky Mount, N. C., of the fact that 
the gas men are on the job twenty-four hours of 
every day, but it also carries a sales message for 
appliances that is bound to have a good effect. 
L. M. Jordan, General Manager of the depart- 





ment, is constantly seeking ways of building the 
business of his department, and we are sure that 
this calendar will prove a winner. Particular atten- 
tion is called to the photograph shown in the cen- 
ter under which the words “The Source of Supply” 
appear. Surely this is bound to have the effect of 
letting the customers know that a gas plant re- 
quires a large investment. 
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Public Utilities Securities Market 


Report 


Prices of Representative Gas Bonds 
(Quotations furnished by The National City Company) 


Feb. 21, 1923. 
Company. Maturity Bid Asked 
American Lt. & Trac. Co..........+ Five Year 6s........ «May 1, 1925 100% 110% 
Brooklyn Union Gas Co............ First Consol. 5s...... May 1, 194 965% 97% 
Columbia Gas & Elec. Co.......... SUE Elinnebs iéee eves May 1,1927 9% 96% 
Consol. Gas, Elec. Lt. & Pr. Co. of 
ING occ cccccdecemedeaceut First Ref. 7}4s....... Dec. 1, 1985 110 111 
Consol. Gas, Elec. Lt. & Pr. Co....General 434s......... Jan. 1,1935 87 88 
New Amsterdam Gas Co............ First Consol. 5s...... May 1, 1948 81%4 83% 
Denver Gas & Elec. Co.........s00 Gen. (now Ist) 5s....Jan. 1,1949 94 96 
Detroit City Gas Co..........see008 Gold 6s ........0.. Jan. 1, 1947 10034 101% 
Equitable Illum. Gas Lt. Co. of 
POMP Ala a ccstndccancdchenes Di cccccckcucken Jan. 1, 1928 101% 103 
Hudson County Gas Co............ EE ON, co cccnccosies Nov. 1, 1949 94% 95 
Laclede Gas Light Co............++. Ref. & Ext. 5s....... Apr. 1, 19384 96 97 
Louisville Gas & Elec. Co.......... First & Ref. 7s...... Called Dec. 1 100 — 
Michigan Light Co..........ses0- -First & Ref. 5s...... Mar. 1,196 91 91% 
Milwaukee Gas Light Co........... NE Gina cdainccccceds May 1,1927 % — 
Pacific Gas & Elec. Oo.........+00+ Gen. & Ref. 5s...... Jan 11,1942 91 91% 
Pacific Gas & Elec. Oo...........+. First & Ref. 7s...... Dec. 1, 1940 106% 108 
Cal. Gas & Elec. Corp..........+00s Unif. & Ref. 5s...... Nov. 1, 1987 963% 97% 
Peoples’ Gas Lt. & Coke Co........ Refunding 5s Sept. 1,1947 92 93 
Chicago Gas Lt. & Coke Co........ YE ee July 1,1937 9% — 
Portland Gas & Coke Co........... First & Ref. 5s...... Jan. 1,1940 69% 91 
Seattle Lighting Co.............00. Refunding 5s.........Oct. 1, 1949 83 85 
Southern California Gas Co........ NE Mins Suiiwy as 6oe Nov. 1, 1950 97% 99% 
Utica Gas & Electric Co........... Ref. & Ext. 5s....... July 1,1957 92 93 
Washington Gas Light Co.......... General 5s........... Nov. 1, 1960 94% 95% 


Western States Gas & Elec. Co. of 


CRUE... kaa deaeeeeene First & Ref. 5s...... June 


— 


» 1941 90 91 





Offer Thirty-Year Bonds 


San Francisco, Cal.—Announce- 
ment was made recently of the 
new issue of $10,000,000 Pacific 
Gas and Electric Company first 
and refunding mortgage gold 
bonds, 30-year 5% per cent series 
“C”, which is offered by a syndi- 
cate composed of the National City 
Company, E. H. Rollins and Sons, 
Mercantile Securities Company of 
California and Blyth, Witter & 
Company. 


The bonds are priced at 98% 
and accrued interest to yield 5.60 
per cent. They are redeemable at 
the option of the company in whole 
or in part on any interest date 
upon 60 days’ notice at 105. 

The issue is exempt from all 
personal property taxes in Califor- 
nia and legal investment for sav- 
ings banks. 





The Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company is one of the leading 
public service corporations in the 
United States. The electric busi- 
ness of the company or of its pre- 
decessors has been in continuous 
and successful operation for more 
than 41 years and the gas business 
for 69 years. 


The first and refunding mort- 
gage bonds, in the opinion of coun- 
sel, are secured by a direct first 
mortgage on properties recently 
constructed at a cost of over $20,- 
000,000, including three modern 
hydro-electric generating plants; 
by a direct mortgage on all other 
properties of the Pacific Gas and 
Electric Company subject to prior 
liens of underlying mortgages, and 
by $33,340,000 general and refund- 
ing mortgage bonds pledged or 
about to be pledged with the trus- 
tees. 


The net earnings for the year 
ended December 31, 1922, were 
over 2.4 times the annual interest 
charges on the $121,700,700 bonds 
outstanding with the public, in- 
cluding this issue. On the basis of 
present market quotations, the 
equity over and above the funded 
debt of the company represented 
by the outstanding common and 
preferred stocks is in excess of 


$74,000,000. 


Penna. P. & L. Co. Purchases Land 

Sunbury, Pa.—An important de- 
velopment of the Bloomsburg gas 
plant of the Pennsylvania Power 
and Light Company will quickly 
follow the purchase by the com- 
pany of the D. J. Waller estate of 
a strip of land 272 feet 3 inches in 
length, and 160 feet in width on 
the south side of West Seventh 
street, directly across from the gas 
plant. 

Immediate plans of the company 
contemplate the erection on the 
newly purchased land, and just 
across the street from the gas 
plant of a 50,000 cubic feet gas 
holder. The present holder has a 
capacity of 25,000 cubic feet. 





Equipment for Gas Plant Is 
Ordered 


Holyoke, Mass.—Contracts ag- 
gregating several thousand dollars 
for replacement, new equipment 
and extension of the auxiliary 
equipment of the city gas plant 
were awarded by the Gas and 
Electric Commission recently. 
Connersville Blower Co. was 
awarded a contract for 50,000 cubic 
feet station gas meter. A con- 
tract for a calorimeter was award- 
ed to the Thomas Meter Co., and 
the contract for a 10,000 feet per™ 
minute air blower for water gas 
went to the B. F. Sturtevant Co. 
Bids for coke-conveying ma- 
chinery were opened and taken 
under consideration. The contracts 
will be awarded within the near 
future. 
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Commission Authorizes Pre- 


ferred Stock Issue 


Los Angeles, Cal_—For the pur- 
pose of reimbursing its treasury 
on account of earnings spent for 
additions and betterments, the 
Southern California Gas Company 
has been authorized by the Rail- 
road Commission to issue $1,000,- 
000 of its 6 per cent cumulative 
preferred stock, according to a 
statement received from the com- 
pany’s headquarters here. 

The commissioners have ordered 
that the stock shall not be sold for 
less than 90 per cent of its par 
value. 

The company submitted an ap- 
plication to the commissioner on 
January 10th for authority to is- 
sue the stock. It is the intention 
of the company, as soon as author- 
ity to make such offering has been 
granted, to invite its consumers, 
the public it serves in several local 
communities, as well as its em- 
ployees, to purchase this stock and 
thus become associates and part- 
ners in the organization. 

The Southern California Gas 
Company, of which W. G. Kerck- 
hoff is president, is one of the 
three great natural gas companies 
of Southern California. This or- 
ganization obtains great supplies 
of gas from the various oil fields 
in this region and distributes it 
partially in Los Angeles and in the 
nearby communities adjacent to 
this city. Such growing communi- 
ties as Glendale, San Fernando. 
Lankershim, Van Nuys, Burbank. 
Vernon, Compton, Downey, [Re- 
dondo, Hermosa and Manhattan 
Beaches are typical of the thriv- 
ing districts in Los Angeles Coun- 
ty served by this utility. 

The company also serves gas in 
San Bernardino County, including 
San Bernardino, Redlands, Corona 
and contiguous territory. 

The company has 1,400 employ- 
ees, each of whom will be author- 
ized to act as a company agent in 
selling the stock. 





Net Shows An Increase 

Los Angeles, Cal_—Net earnings 
of the San Joaquin Light & Power 
Corporation for the twelve months 
ended December 31, 1922, amount- 
ed to $1,220,912.94, an increase of 
$145,663.29 over the corresponding 
period of 1921, according to the 
annual statement of the company, 
released recently by A. E. Peat, 
treasurer and comptroller. 

No dividends were paid on the 
preferred and common stocks, the 
preferred not having received pay- 
ments since 1921 and the common 
has not received dividends since 
the organization of the company. 
Regular disbursements have been 
made on the prior preferred since 
the issue in 1920. 

Gross earnings for the year 
totaled $6,561,125.54, an increase 
of $810,129.54 over 1921. Oper- 
ating expenses and fixed charges 
indicate only a normal increase 
consequent upon the increased 
business handled by the company. 
Total deductions were $380,691.89 
greater than 1921. 


condi- 


agricultural 
tions in the San Joaquin Valley, 


Improved 


where the company sells the 
largest amount of its power, ac- 
counted for the growth reported 
in net earnings. The capacity of 
the San Joaquin system has been 
steadily increased through new 
construction and development in 
order to provide adequate power 
for the potential growth of the 
territory served. 


At the annual meeting of the 
San Joaquin Light & Power Cor- 
poration held recently, the officers 
and directors of the company were 
re-elected as follows: William G. 
Kerckhoff, president; A. C. Balch, 
vice-president ; A. G. Wilson, vice- 
president and managing director: 
L. M. Farnham, vice-president and 
secretary; Ben R. Mayer, director; 
A. E. Peat, treasurer and comp- 
troller, and A. Emory Wishon, 
general manager. 


The earnings statement for the 
twelve months of 1922 and 1921 
follows: 


1921 


Gross earnings from all sources... 
Operating expenses, including maintenance, etc. .... 


Balance for fixed charges 


Bond and floating debt; interest, net ... 


Bond discount and expenses 
Depreciation 


Total deductions ............... 


Balance available for dividends 


Dividends paid 


Gross earnings from all sources ... 
Operating expenses, including maintenance, taxes, etc. 


Balance for fixed charges 


Bond and floating debt, interest, net ... 


Bond discount and expenses 
Depreciation 


Total deduction 


Balance available for dividends 


Dividends paid 


ee 


eee 


ee eee 


eeoeeereereese eee eees 


eee ee eee eee eee ee ene 


Oe 


eeeee 


“ee ee 


ee ee er 


“ee ee 


ee 


ee) 


$5,750,446.13 
2,507,595.57 





$3,242,870.56 
$1,613,175.29 

147,456.64 

407,988.98 


$2,167,620.91 





$1,075,249.65 
505,641.31 


$6,561,235.54 
2,791 ,899.50 


eee eee eee eee ee eens 





3,769,225.74 
$1,723,596.79 

140,507.32 

684,206.69 





$2,548,312.80 
$2,220,912.94 

















































168 





AMERICAN GAS JOURNAL 





February 24, 1923 





Thirty-nine Prizes Awarded by 
Philadelphia Company 


In the latest contest period for 
suggestions, the Committee on 
suggestions awarded 39 prizes to 
employees of the Philadelphia 
Company totaling $360 in cash. 
Three of the four major awards 
were won by members of the en- 
gineering department force. 

The winning of prizes is becom- 
ing more difficult in each succeed- 
ing contest. And while an almost 
equal number of suggestions were 
received during the last period, 
many of them were eliminated 
from consideration because of the 
fact that the matter had been cov- 
ered in a suggestion received pre- 
viously. However, experience has 
shown that the suggestion which 
apparently has had the least op- 
portunity to win when sybmitted, 
has in a number of cases won val- 
uable awards. $200 constitutes the 
major awards, divided as follows: 
First prize, $75: second, $40; third, 
$30; fourth, $25, and three prizes, 
each $10. 

In addition to the above, $5 is 
awarded for each suggestion which 
is adopted by the committee. 

Mr. Thompson, president of the 
Philadelphia Company, wrote as 
follows regarding the sugzes- 
tions: “We have been able during 
the past year to make our organi- 
zation better and more efficient in 
many ways. Not only have we 
found ways and means of saving 
money or improving the service, 
but—and this appears to me to be 
of the greatest moment—we have 
been able to accomplish much in 
the way of welfare work for our 
employees as a result of sugges- 
tions. 

“Another important feature is 
that the attention of the various 
officers of the companies has been 
focused on those who have been 
taking an active interest in the 
problems of their company and 
fellow employees. This, of course. 
will not only react to the benefit of 
individual employees, but will and 
is proving of inestimable value to 
the various officers in making se- 
lection of men for the more im- 
portant and responsible positions. 

“The first prize of $75 was 
awarded to Delwyn Dessar, of the 
engineering department, for the 
compilation of a set of standards 
to guide designing engineers. The 





value of this suggestion was not 
so much in the idea itself as in its 
practical application combined 
with a proposed form and a list of 
standards that would be particu- 
larly helpful to a new employee. 
There already existed in the files 
and in the notebooks of older em- 
ployees a number of standards, 
but it took a new employee an un- 
necessary length of time to learn 
these standards and where they 
might be found. Mr. Dessar, 
therefore, analyzed his require- 
ments with a view to expediting 
his work, and as a result present- 
ed in his suggestion an outline of 
standard instructions which should 
be valuable to every designing en- 
gineer. 

“The second prize of $40 was 
awarded to Charles A. Wray, an 
electrician at the Brunot Island 
power station, for a suggestion on 
grounding the iron door frames. 
This idea is distinctive in that it 
provides for important lines of 
service, safety and convenience. 
Any condition which can be im- 
proved with an additional safe- 
guard at such an important point 
as one of our main generating sta- 
tions would on that account he 
worthy of recognition. Added 
merit is given because the sugges- 
tion also provides for greater con- 
venience in operation of the sta- 
tion and for better protection to 
the men who operate and main- 
tain the equipment. 

“The third prize of $30 was 
awarded to R. L. Kirk, of the en- 
gineering department, for a sug- 
gestion in connection with a 
method for keeping bills of mate- 
rial, which he presented in the 
form of a comprehensive report 
and recommendation. Beginning 
with a review of symbol systems 
commonly used, he followed this 
idea with a suggested list of sym- 
bols for different classes of ma- 
terial and finally with a proposed 
form for a material list. 

“Frank Schwartz, of the engi- 
neering department, was given 
fourth prize of $25. Mr. Schwartz 
suggested that small gas masks be 
furnished employees whose duties 
necessitate their entering man- 


holes, which are at times filled 
with gases and noxious odors. 
This idea contains consideration 


for employees by providing equip- 
ment which will assist in reducing 
sickness on account of noxious and 


poisonous gases, with an addition- 
al benefit to the company due to 
increased_ efficiency. It is very 
gratifying to receive safety ideas 
which can be practically applied. 

“D. S. Johnson, of the account- 
ing department, received a special 
$10 prize for a suggestion that the 
company number be removed from 
all meters that pass out of the pos- 
session of our various companies. 
P. C. Peterson, of the underground 
division, was similarly rewarded 
for suggesting that the company 
make use of Public Service as a 
means of bringing to the attention 
of its employees information on 
such subjects as the removal of 
overhead lines from public streets. 
This idea will be carried out by 
Public Service bulletins. Jay D. 
Fogg, of the Sewickley store, sug- 
gested that instructions be issued 
to heads of departments to in- 
struct employees in the proper use 
of the telephone, and was given 
$10 for his idea. 

There were thirty-two addition- 
al suggestions put into effect for 
which $5 each was awarded, in- 
cluding : 

Austin, Edward J., Meter Repair 
Department. A small piece of tin 
and wire to be coupled to meters 
to act as a reflector at the Meter 
Repair Department. 

Barber, Byron R., Beayer Coun- 
ty Light Company, Rochester, Pa 
All polyphase watt-hour meters 
having a capacity of 20 K. W. or 
more to be equipped with demand 
contacts in the meter section be- 
fore being placed in the general 
storeroom. 

Barry, John, Legal Department. 
That the Duquesne Light Com- 
pany send a letter of appreciation 
to Charles Nick, who was arrested 
while adjusting a light of the com- 
pany on Sandusky street. 

Burton, W. L., Engineering De- 
partment. That one of the three 
vault clerks in the Engineering 
Department be delegated to re- 
main until 5:15 so that draftsmen 
can return work taken out. 

Clark, O. B.; Relay Section, Oak- 
land Laboratory. Suggestion re- 
lating to starting rotary convert- 
ers at 13th street substation. 

Craig, A. B., Contracting De- 
partment-Commercial. That office 
of H. Levine, chief lighting sales- 
man, be designated as No. 316 and 
that number be placed over the 
window at the counter, third floor. 
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Fraser, H. R., Purchasing De- 
partment. Omit lines for name 
and address on Purchasing De- 
partment inquiry blanks. 

Graul, E. A., Engineering De- 
partment. Plan and form for ex- 
pediting checking and approval of 
discount bearing invoices. 

Hyland, P. J. E., Accounting De- 
partment. Billing of Duquesne 
Light Company against the Equi- 
table Sales Company covering re- 
pair charges to be made up and 
billed on manila sheets. 

Letzkus, R. C., Accounting De- 
partment. (a) Letterheads bear- 
ing names of former officers of af- 
filiated companies to be discontin- 
ued from use. (b) Consolidated 


Gas Company billheads to be 
printed. 

Mason, Herbert, Underground 
Division. Personnel Department 


to be furnished with copy of all 
letters concerning records of em- 
ployees. 

Morgan, J. A., Underground Di- 
vision. (a) Guard to be placed 
around steam tube at end of en- 
gine at Phipps Power Plant. (b) 
Spear for cable work in Under- 
ground Division. (c) Door checks 
to be placed on front hall door and 
elevator door on third floor of Un- 
derground Division building. (d) 
Telephone cables to be covered 
with asbestos tape in all manholes 
where high tension cables are lo- 
cated. 

Mueller, W. H., Jr., Purchasing 

Department. Improving office 
methods in regard to “reports for 
credit” on material returned by the 
Philadelphia Company and subsid- 
iary companies. 
- Norris, Paul A., Contracting De- 
partment. Word “Rate” to be 
printed on the upper right hand 
corner of D. L. Company cancella- 
tion forms. 

Parker, E. N., Assistant to Pres- 
ident’s Department. That space 
be set aside in Public Service for 
want ads, lost and found and other 
classified advertisements. 

Richards, R. K., Treasury De- 
partment. Accountitg Depart- 
ment to be supplied with itemized 
statement forms printed “Equita- 
ble Sales Company.” 

Sculley, William J., Brunot Isl- 
and Power Station. Separate tank 
to be placed in cellar under auxil- 
iary oil pumps to hold dirty oil and 
filter in separately. 

Tyrell, P. J., Brunot Island 
Power Station. Installation of toe 


and heel switch to be made in cir- 
cuit which comes into the power 
factor receptacle from the amme- 
ters at Brunot Island. 

Weisberg, H. I., Accounting De- 
partment. Change in wording to 
be made on vouchers in payment 
of compensation claims. 

Wise, S. E., Brunot Island Power 
Station. Install a 75 or 100 watt 
lamp directly over compressors 
Nos. 1 and 2 in place of present 40 
watt lamps at Brunot Island 
Power Station. 


T. H. Dudley Elected Vice-Presi- 
dent of Bank 

Santa Monica, Cal.—T. H. Dud- 
ley, ex-Mayor of this city and a 
well known figure in the business, 
political and financial life of Santa 
Monica, has been elected a vice- 
president of the Pacific-Southwest 
Trust and Savings Bank of Los 
Angeles and Southern California, 
following the annual organization 
meeting of the board of directors 
of that financial institution. Dud- 
ley was president of the Ocean 
Park Bank, but with the merger 
of that bank with the Pacific- 
Southwest Trust and Savings 
Bank, his election to a vice-presi- 
dency in the latter organization 
followed. 

Dudley is treasurer and a di- 
rector of the Southern Counties 
Gas Company of California, one of 
the fast growing utilities of South- 
ern California. This utility dis- 
tributes gas on the Santa Monica 
Bay district which comprises San- 
ta Monica, Venice, Sawtelle, Cul- 
ver City, Palms and contiguous 
territory. 





Gas Co. Emplovees Injured 

Pasadena, Cal——Two employees 
of the Los Angeles Gas and Elec- 
tric Corporation, James Boggs and 
H. C. Herrel, were seriously 
burned here recently when a tank 
in the South Raymond Avenue 
pressure station exploded. The ex- 
plosion was ascribed to leaking 
gas. A small fire resulted which 
was finally extinguished by the lo- 
cal fire department. 


Freel Elected by Chamber of 
Commerce 

Manager R. E. Freel, of the 
Clinton Gas Light Co. of Clinton, 
Mass., has been elected vice-presi- 
dent of the Clinton Chamber of 
Commerce. The Chamber has se- 
cured a live wire. 


Employees Hold 23rd Regular 
Meeting 

Recently the Arlington Gas Em- 
ployees Association held its 23rd 
regular meeting in the office of 
the Service Department. After 
supper was enjoyed, the meeting 
was called to order, F. A. Wood- 
head, taking the chair, in the ab- 
sence of President Harold Cole 
who was summoned to attend a 
meeting of the State Militia. 

Beside the regular routine of 
business a number of interesting 
subjects were discussed contribu- 
ting to the good of the associa- 
tion. The interests of the com- 
pany were not overlooked in the 
course of a spirited discussion on 
subjects relating to the different 
departments. 

The association had for its guest 
Superintendent F. A. Wood, of the 
Beverly Gas and Electric Co., who 
took as his subject “The Manufac- 
ture of Coal and Water Gas,” 
treating each phase in a clear and 
exhaustive manner. 


Gas Co. Club Publishes Monthly 
The Efficiency Club of the 
Southern Counties Gas Company 
of California, comprising employ- 
ees of the company in the Long 
Beach and San Pedro’ Districts, 
are now publishing a newspaper 
called the Efficiency Club News 
The publication appears once a 
month and contains news and ac- 
tivities of the members of the or- 
ganization. J. A. Somers, district 
superintendent of the company in 
Long Beach, is the editor-in-chief 
and George W. Smith, commercial 
agent, is the associate editor. 


Brownwood Gas Company in New 
Quarters 

Brownwood, Texas.—The Brown- 
wood Gas Company is now located in 
their new office on the first floor of 
the new two-story building recently 
erected at 106 E. Lee street. The 
new location gives the company more 
room and more convenient arrange- 
ments than was had in the old quar- 
ters. 


Towa Association to Meet in April 


The eighteenth annual convention 
of the Iowa District Gas Association 
will be held in Mason City, Iowa, on 
April 18, 19, 20. Headquarters will 

be in the Hanford Hotel. 
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Hammonton and Egg Harbor Gas 
Company Is Sold 

Hammonton, N. J.—The Ham- 
monton and Egg Harbor City Gas 
Company is now out of the hands 
of a receiver, having come into the 
possession of the Atlantic City 
Electric Company. This latter 
corporation now also owns the 
Hammonton Electric Light Com- 
pany, the Hammonton and Egg 
Harbor City Company having been 
a holding company of the electric 
light concern. 

The new owners will conduct 
business under the title of the 
Hammonton and Amatol Gas Com- 
pany. Current will be sent here 
from the Atlantic City plant, al- 
though a portion of the present 
electric light plant will be retained 
for emergency reasons. The new 
owners paid $220,000 for the local 
plants. Three bidders ran the price 
up to $100,000, one then dropped 
out. At $210,000 the price was bid 
to $220,000, and the second bidder 
called it quits. 


Held Annual Ball and Social 


Roxbury, Mass.—The annual 
ball and social of the Boston Con- 
solidated Gas Company Associates 
was held at Hibernian Hall, 184 
Dudley Street, on the night of 
February 12. 


M. O. Plant Building Service 
Station 

Holyoke, Mass.—The foundation 
has been completed for a garage 
and service station on Walnut 
Street, wHich has been leased by 
the City of Holyoke, Gas and Elec- 
tric Department, from the owner, 
P. F. Donoghue, manager of the 
Wagner Bed Company, 254 Hamp- 
den Street, Holyoke. The Gas and 
Electric Department is headed by 
Manager John J. Kirkpatrick. The 
architect is William B. Reid, 42 
Cherryvale Avenue, Springfield, 
and the contractors are M. J. Walsh 
& Sons, 1412 Dwight Street, Holy- 
oke. The building will be of brick 
and steel, two stories high, 100 feet 
by 57 feet, and will cost $80,000. 


Would Renew Lighting Contract 


Southbridge, Mass.——The Board 
of Selectmen of Southbridge in its 
annual report for the past year 
makes this reference relative to the 
lighting service furnished: “Hope 
is entertained that the contract for 
lighting with the Webster & South- 
bridge Gas & Electric Company 
will be renewed at the old figure.” 











Gas and Electric Company Elects 

Madison, Wis. — Alanson B. 
Lathrop was re-elected president of 
the Madison Gas and Electric Com- 
pany and John St. John was re- 
named vice-president and general 
manager at a meeting of stockhold- 
ers and directors, it has been an- 
nounced. 

Other officers and _ directors 
chosen are John Corscot and 
Marion McMillin, vice-presidents ; 
Loyle H. Boutell, secretary-treas- 
urer; Clifton N. Jelliffe and James 
Lawrence, assistant secretaries; 
and C. J. Cooley, John Corscot, 
Stephen W. Gilman, John Grince, 
Frank W. Hoyt, A. B. Lathrop and 
John St. John, directors. 

The following resolutions of re- 
spect for George Whare, oldest em- 
ployee of the company, who died 
recently, were adopted: 

“In his going from his duties in 
this company for more than 52 
years we have lost a most faithful, 
honest and conscientious servant 
and the city of Madison one of its 
oldest and most respected Civil 
War veterans—one ever ready to 
do a kindly service to all who knew 
him.” 





To Install Booster Line 


The Gloucester Gas Light Co. is 
planning to extend a booster line 
from their plant up to the corner 
of Derby and Washington Streets 
to relieve pressure conditions on 
the upper Washington Street and 
Wheeler Point mains where a 
large amount of gas is being used 
during the summer months. 


Standard Gas and Electric Com- 
pany Has Best Year in History 

Standard Gas and Electric Com- 
pany in the twelve months ended 
December 31, 1922, had the most 
successful year in its history. A 
preliminary earnings statement 
for the period indicates that the 
Company had a balance of earnings 
of $1,386,457 after deduction of all 
expenses, interest charges, taxes, 
preferred dividends and amortiza- 
tion and other reserves. 

This is the equivalent of 13.07 
per cent on the common stock of 
the company outstanding. In the 
previous year the balance for the 
common shares, after all charges, 
was $1,080,980, or 10.19 per cent. 

The actual figures for 1922 are 
now under audit and the annual 
report will not be ready for sev- 
eral weeks, but the following com- 






‘ 


parison may be made of the pre- 
liminary figures for the year end- 
ed December 31, 1922, with the 
final figures for the previous year: 
Year ended Dec. 31—1922 1921 











Gross income ..... $4,759,702 $3,632,745 
General expenses & 
GE gesasveckur 107,576 68,624 
Balance of gross 
income ........ $4,652,126 $3,564,121 
Interest Charges .. 1,840,704 1,367,753 
ee TEE $2,811,422 $2,196,368 
Dividends on - pre- 
ferred stock .... 1,074,965 990,388 
Balance ......... $1,736,457 $1,205,980 
Appropriated for 
amortization and 
other reserves ... 350,000 125,000 





Balance .........$1,386,457 $1,080,980 

It should be borne in mind that 
Standard Gas and Electric Com- 
pany includes in its earnings only 
such amounts as actually have 
been received by it, or which are 
in the process of collection. 

The Board of Directors of the 
Company has declared the regular 
quarterly dividend on the pre- 
ferred shares, payable March 15. 


to stockholders of record February 
28. 


Held Baked Bean Supper 

The Service Club of the Glouces- 
ter Gas Light Co. held a Baked 
Bean supper at their new quarters 
Saturday night, February 3. En- 
tertainment was furnished by 
John Stryde with original poetry 
in which he gave every member a 
little knock. “Every knock is a 
boost.” The efficient committee of 
Nelson, Richards and Sweet cer- 
tainly did themselves proud. 


Gas Man Holds Legion Office 

Charles M. Munro, salesman for 
the Northampton Gas Light Co., 
has been elected Vice-Commander 
of the Northampton Post of the 
American Legion. 


Service Club Elects Officers for 
1923 csi 

At the annual meeting of the 
Service Club of the Gloucester 
Gas Light Co., the following offi- 
cers were elected and installed for 
the year 1923: William S. Web- 
ber, president; John P. Nelson. 
vice-president ; Alfred C. Tarr, sec- 
retary, and Joseph W. Smith, 
treasurer. 
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Rates for Gas in Shelby Set 

Great Falls, Mont.—Prices for 
natural gas which will be charged 
in the City of Shelby by the Great 
Northern Utilities Company have 
been announced here by F. D. 
Fletcher, manager of the company, 
as follows: 

For the first 5,000 feet, $1 per 
thousand. 

For the next 10,000 feet, 80 cents 
per thousand. 

For the next 20,000 feet, 60 cents 
per thousand. 

For the next 35,000 feet, 45 cents 
per thousand. 

For the next 80,000 feet, 35 cents 
per thousand. 

Over 150,000 feet, 30 cents per 
thousand. 

“This rate is less for small quan- 
tities than that charged in Glendive 
and Havre, but higher than that 
charged in Billings,” said Mr. Flet- 
cher. 

“The reason is that there are but 
few consumers in Shelby as com- 
pared to Billings, while the cost of 
much of the installation is practi- 
cally the same. 

“At present we have slightly 
more than 100 prospective users in 
Shelby, and in Billings the number 
amounts to thousands. Much of 
the expense is identical in both of 
the towns, though in the latter we 
have from 30 to 35 times the num- 
ber of consumers. 

“IT am speaking of a higher price 
only as regards the smaller user 
of the product. Those who use the 
gas in big quantities, and can be 
served with the same equipment 
as the man who uses but 1,000 feet. 
will get gas cheaper than in Bill- 
ings. 

“At the present rates, 300,000 cu- 
bic feet of gas in Billings costs 
$135; in Shelby the same amount 
costs $113.75. <A Billings firm 
which used 50,000 feet of gas would 

pay $25.30, and in Shelby the same 
Reecnat would cost $31.75. After 
the 50,000 foot mark is passed the 
Shelby rate begins to be the cheap- 
er of the two.” 


New Management of Jack- 


sonville Gas Co. 

Jacksonville, Fla—R. A. Zeigler 
an experienced gas utility man, on 
February 1 assumed the active man. 
agement of the Jacksonville Gas 
Company. 

Work has been started on the in- 
stallation of large feeder mains which 
will greatly benefit the service and 
while it will be several months be- 





fore these are completed, the service 
will be greatly benefited as the work 
proceeds. 

Courteous service is to be the 
watchword of the Jacksonville Gas 
Company, and under the able man- 
agement of Mr. Zeigler improve- 
ment plans will be pushed to com- 
pletion. 

The new general manager is 
from Indiana, and has been operat- 
ing gas plants for twenty-five years 
He was formerly president of the 
Indiana Gas Association. 

Mr. Zeigler succeeds A. C. Good- 
now, who leaves for Chicago on 
March 1, where he will be associat- 
ed with his father, George F. Good- 
now, as consulting engineer. 


A. G. A. Committee Meets 

On February 8 and 9, members 
of the Deposits in Meters, Chemical 
and Purification Committees of the 
Technical Section of the American 
Gas Association met at Association 
Headquarters and formulated pro- 
grams for the year. Those present 
were: 17) 

A. C. Fieldner, Bureau of Mines, 
Pittsburgh, Pa.; FE. F. Coffman, 
Camden Coke Co., Camden, N. J.; 
Prof. Jerome J. Morgan, Columbia 
University, New York, N. Y.; ¢ 
H. Stone, Rochester Gas & 24 
tric Corp., Rochester, N. Y.; C. C 
Tutwiler, Coopers Creek C ior al 
Co., West Conshohocken, Pa.; F. 
C. Uhlig, Brooklyn Union Gas Cc 0., 
Brooklyn, N. Y.; J. M. Weiss, 
Weiss & Downs, icon York, N. Y.; 
Prof. D. W. Wilson, Massachu- 
setts Institute of Technology, 
Lackawanna Sta.; Dr. J. F. Wing, 
Boston Consolidated Gas Co., Bos- 
ton, Mass.; J. V. Dickson, Barrett 
Co., New Y ork, N. Y.; A. A. Kohr, 
Seaboard By-Products Co., Jersey 
City, N. J.; Dr. R. L. Brown, Bu- 
reau of Mines, Pittsburgh, Pa.; W. 
A. Dunkley, Bureau of Mines, Ur- 
bana, Ill.; Dr. A. R. Powell, Bu- 
reau of Mines, Pittsburgh, Pa.; O. 
A. Morhous, Consolidated Gas Co. 
of N. Y., New York, N. Y.; S. 
R. 98 Barrett Co., New York, 
N. ; J. B. Craven, The Peoples 
eae Light & Coke Co., Chicago, 
Tll.; W. L. Kohlmann, Consolidated 
Gas Co. of N. Y., Astoria, L. I. 
N. Y.; C. E. Littell, New Haven 
Gas Light Co., New Haven, Conn. 





Natural Gas for Celina 
Celina, Texas.—Natural gas was 
turned on in Celina recently and 
a large force of men is installing 
meters for the consumers. 


Brockton Co. Holds Annual 
Meeting 


Brockton, Mass.—A further re- 
duction in the price of gas may be 
possible around April 1, was the 
announcement made at the annual 
meeting of the stockholders and di- 
rectors of the Brockton Gas Light 
Co. The company has made two 
rate reductions since the war. The 
third reduction is almost certain 
unless adverse conditions arise. 
The business of the company is re- 
ported .increasing. The meeting 
was held for the purpose of the 
election of officers. 

Owing to the absence of the 
president, George H. Priest pre- 
sided. Lester S. Howard reported 
the following number of shares rep- 
resented by the company: 15,370 
issued and outstanding, 11,195 rep- 
resented by proxies on file, and 153 
represented in person. 

The following officers were ap- 
pointed: Marcus Beebe, John S. 

3artlett, M. P. Clough, B. M. 
Johnson, S. B. McLeod, R. C. 
Morse, George H. Priest, Henry 
K. Morrison, C. S. Purinton, direc- 
tors; Micaiah P. Clough, treasurer ; 
Charles S. Purinton, clerk. 

On Jan. 1 a quarterly dividend 
of one and one-half per cent was 
declared, restoring the company to 
a six per cent annual basis for the 
first time in five years. For four 
years following Jan. 1, 1918, no div- 
idends were declared, on account of 
war conditions. For the year 1921 
dividends were paid at the rate of 
four per cent. Previous to 1918 
the company had a record of six 
per cent continuously for 15 years. 

The reconstructed coal gas plant 
will be ready for use May 1. This 
will be capable of manufacturing 
1,000,000 cubic feet of coal gas per 
day, in addition to the water gas 
capacity of 2,000,000 per day. The 
maximum daily send-out is now 
over 2,000,000 cubic feet, or more 
than the largest gas holder con- 
tains. 





Ashtabula Plans $1,000,000 Gas 
Plant 


Ashtabula, Ohio.—Plans are go- 
ing forward rapidly for the con- 
struction of a million-dollar plant 
to manufacture gas to serve Ash- 
tabula, Conneaut, Geneva and Jef- 
ferson. 

Already four engineering firms 
have submitted estimates and sev- 
eral sites are under consideration. 
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ASSOCIATED GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY 
Statement of Earnings and Expenses 


MONTH OF 


1922 
$198,652 
124,327 


Gross Earnings 
Operating Expenses and Taxes 


Net Earnings 
Less: Renewals and Contingencies 
Reserve 


DECEMBER 
De- 
Increase crease 
$25,264 — 
24,093 


1921 
$173,388 
100,234 





74,325 73,154 


1,171 


8,036 7,664 372 





Gross Income 
Fixed Charges 


66,289 
33,095 


65,490 
22,646 


799 
10,449 





Net Income 


33,194 42,844 





TWELVE MONTHS ENDED DECEMBER 31ST 


Gross Earnings 
Operating Expenses and Taxes 
Net Earnings 
Less: Renewals and Contingencies 
Reserve 


1, 
1, 


973,402 
233,130 


1,725,454 
1,165,635 


247,948 
67,495 





740,272 559,819 180,453 


83,650 11,383 





Gross Income 
Fixed Charges 


645,239 
337,127 


476,169 
252,186 


169,070 
84,941 





Net Income 


Earned on Preferred Stock 
(per share) 

Required on Preferred Stock 
(per share) 

Dividend Earned (times) 


308,112 
se 


223,983 
ee 


84,129 
ee 


$11.54 $8.39 $3.15 
3.50 


3.3 





Gas Plants Supply Record Demand 

The manufactured gas companies 
of New York State supplied more 
gas to homes and factories during 
the months of December and Jan- 
uary than during any period of 
equal length in the entire history 
of the industry, according to fig- 
ures compiled by the New York 
State Committee on Public Utility 
information. 

The combination of cold weather 
with the coal shortage created a de- 
mand for gas that drove the compa- 
nies to capacity production to serve 
the public. 

In the two months the companies 
produced approximately 25,000,000,- 
000 cubic feet of gas, the output for 
each month being about the same, 
12,500,000,000 cubic feet, or all that 
the plants, working to capacity, could 
make. 

Twenty-five billion cubic feet of 
gas would fill a two-foot pipe 720,- 
000 miles in length. Such a pipe 
would girdle the earth at the equator 
thirty times, or stretch three times 


the distance between the earth and 
the moon. 


The use of manufactured gas in 
New York State releases for other 
purposes some 9,000,000 tons of hard 
coal a year, according to the com- 
mittee. Those communities having 
gas average 1% tons of hard coal 
a year for each inhabitant, where- 
as those communities not having gas 
average 2% tons. Gas is available 
in cities and towns having a total 
population of 9,000,000 persons. At 
this rate the hard coal released for 
the two months of December and 
January was 1,500,000 tons. The 
State of New York, by allotment of 
the Committee on Distribution of 
the Pennsylvania Fuel Commission, 
is receiving about 1,000,000 tons of 
hard coal a month. To fill the fuel- 
need supplied by the gas companies, 
therefore, would have required an 
increase in the coal supply of 750,- 
000 tons a month, or 1,500,000 tons 
for the period under discussion. Such 
an increase could not have been ob- 
tained, and to the gas companies be- 


longs the credit of preventing a fuel 
shortage that would have shut down 
industries and brought serious suf- 
fering to the homes of the State. The 
saving to the people of the State in 
dollars of 1,500,000 tons of coal at 
the present price, $16 a ton deliv- 
ered for the domestic sizes, was $24,- 
000,000. 

A statement by the committee 
dealing with this unparalleled pro- 
duction, says, “The gas companies 
of the Empire State were, for two 
months, December and January, face 
to face with a continuing crisis. 
Their achievement, as public utilities, 
in meeting the demands upon them 
and serving the public in spite of 
serious obstacles, is in keeping with 
the traditions of the industry. Not 
a single shut-down of any gas plant 
for lack of coal was recorded, al- 
though there is scarcely a company 
that did not have to sweep the bottom 
of the bins at times. In dne way 
or another, they managed to get coal 
to make the gas to keep going the 
stoves and heaters and furnaces of 
their customers. December and Jan- 
uary demanded twenty-five billion 
cubic feet of gas. In providing it 
every gas company in the State 
proved again its right to the title of 
‘The Community Coal Pile’.” 


Declares Semi-Annual Dividend 

Boston, Mass.—The Boston Con- 
solidated Gas Company has an- 
nounced its semi-annual dividend 
of 3% per cent, through its treas- 
urer, George M. Cox. 


Pays Preferred Dividend 


Boston, Mass.—The Beacon Oil 
Company, through its treasurer, E. 
N. Wrightington, has announced 
its quarterly dividend of $1.75 upon 
the preferred shares of the concern, 
payable February 15, to stockhold- 
ers of record February 1. 





Discusses Springfield Accident 

Springfield, Mass.—Arthur S. 
Hall, of the Springfield Gas Light 
Company, gave a talk on the “Re- 
cent explosion in the Water Street 
purifying plant,” at the luncheon of 
the Engineering Society of West- 
ern Massachusetts in the Highland 
Hotel last week. Supt. Hall ex- 
plained the engineering principles 
involved, cause of the accident and 
the steps taken to continue opera- 
tion of the plant. Charles E. Wells, 
of North Adams, widely known en- 
gineer, also spoke. 





